The Rizal Hall (RH) in Contemporary History:
The Department of Social Sciences (DSS) at the
Forefront

Our very own Rizal Hall — the home of the College of
Arts and Sciences — has now been closed to students for more
than a year due to the current pandemic. While CAS staff and
faculty can enter the premises subject to existing health
protocols and safety guidelines, the corridors of this building
have now been completely devoid of student activism and
vibrant happenings. During its heydays, thousands of
students trooped in and out of our college as they scamper to S
various floors of Rizal Hall. How we now missed campus mob rallles alternatlve
classroom learning experiences, student council debates, oblation runs, lobby exhibits,
and all.

Rizal Hall houses six departments, including your Department of Social Sciences
(or simply DSS) which is located on the third floor. The present renovation of Rizal Hall
entails the relocation of DSS from its present site to a new and modernized location on
the second floor. Since 1973, Rizal Hall has been the home of DSS when it was first
known as the Division of Social Sciences. From then on, courses that were offered and
subsequently developed include BA Political Science, BA Development Studies, and BA
Social Sciences (Area Studies and Behavioral Studies tracks). In 1999, the first graduate
programs of CAS opened under the DSS Master of Management program.

Notable figures from DSS once walked through the halls of this building, including
the nationalist historian Renato Constantino, the foremost activist Edberto Villegas, and
the American historian William Henry Scott to name a few. For almost fifty years now, our
department has always been at the forefront of political discourse and social debates on
local and international issues. Needless to say, we shall continue this tradition as we
march into the future.
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